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PREFACE. 
FT'HIS Sermon comes Abroad at the 
Requeſt, and therefore under the 

Frotection, of a very worthy Mem- 
ber of our Society, who has ever had 
the Work of Love and Charity here re- 


commended much at Heart, and has him- 
ſelf laboured abundantly in it. 


We of the Clergy, who are daily in- 

ſtructed by: his Example, in our Duty 
and Miniſtry, and have been ever happy 
under the Exerciſe of bis Furiſdifion 
and Authority, have great Reaſon to 
pray for the Continuance of ſo valuable 
a Life. 


The 


The following Subje bas been ſo 


thoroughly bandled, and is ſo well un- 
der ſtood, that ſcarce any Thing can now 


be expected but what has been ſaid be- 


fore. But this, T hope, will readily be 


excuſed, as it will call to your Remem- 
brance ſeveral excellent Diſcourſes on 


the like Occaſion, ſome of which are al- 
ready in Jour rr X 


I ſhall therefore add ; choking more, 
but our publick Thanks and Acknowledg- 
ments," for the many bountiful Aſſeftances 
we have received, for the Support of 
this very neceſſary and moſt uſeful Cha- 
rity :. And if this Addreſs, made in the 
Behalf of the Widows and Orphans' of 
poor Clergymen, meets but with a fa- 
vourable Acceptance, 1 ny en Peipard: 
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Gar. vi. 10. 
As we have Opportunity, let us do Good 


unto all Men, eſpecially unto them 
who are of the Houſhold of Faith. 


HE Duty here recommended by our 
Apoſtle is very great and compre- 
henſive, and fairly points out to us 
the particular Charity which-we are 

now engaged in. As we have Opportunity, let 
ug do Good unto all Men, eſpecially unto them 
who are of the Houſhold of Faith. From 
which Words I ſhall take Occaſion to dif- 
courſe, 


I. Or our Obligation to do Good. Let vs 
do Good. 


IL O the Time and Meaſure; or, I Ven 
and how, we are to do Good. We are to 
do 
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C3 
do Good, as we have Opportunity, while 
we have Time; or, as the Words are ren- 
dered, As we have Ability. 


III. I ſhall conſider the Extent of this Duty; 
or, The Perſons to whom we are obliged 
to do Good. J//e are to do Guod unta all 
Men, but eſpecially unto them who are of 
the Houſhold of Faith. Which will lead 
me in the laſt Place to make an Applica- 
tion of the Whole, ſuitable to the Occa- 
ſion of our ws 8 . 


Axp I. Speak we of our Obligation to do 
Good. 


As Goodneſs is eſſential to the Deity, and a 
neceſſary Perfection of the Divine Nature; ſo 
when God created Man, he ſtamped upon his 
own Image this moſt lovely Part of his Na- 
ture, that he might bear ſome Reſemblance of 
himſelf. Hence is it, that we all of us have na- 
tural Inclinations and Propenſions to do Good, 
which are placed in us for ſalutary and noble 
Ends, and this Affection in us is what we call 
Humanity. And our Reaſon was given us, 
that we might not only know and acknowledge 
our immediate Dependence upon the Cxeator, 
for all the Bleſſings of this Life; but alſo that 
we might make a right Improvement of every 


Talent, and of every Opportunity, for the 
Good 


ws: a 

EP 1 
Good of our Fellow Creatures : And when we 
do this upon good and ſufficient Motives, we 
act ſuitable to our Nature, and the Circum- 
ſtances in which God has placed us. 


 Trosse who had no other Light to guide 
them than their own Reaſon, found themſelves 
plainly inſtructed in this Duty, and by the Re- 
flections which they ever made, on their own 
Inclinations and Diſpoſitions, they were fully 
convinced, that, to do Good, was the greateſt 
Comfort, and higheſt Satisfaction, to a rational 
Creature; on which Account a wiſe Heathen þ 
could ſay, That nothing was more pleaſant 
* to him, than the Conſcience of a well-ſpent 
Life, and the Remembrance of the many Be- 
< nefits, and good Services, which he had done 
« to others; nay, as an ingenious Writer ob- 
ſerves, © Some receive more of their Happineſs 
« at ſecond hand, or, by rebound from others, 
than by direct and immediate Senſation.” 


IT would be endleſs, here, to draw out a 
Scheme of the ſeveral Infelicities and Diſtreſſes 
which we daily meet with,--and which loudly 
call upon us for Aid and Relief; for we know 
not half of what other Men feel and ſuffer ;-— 
a great deal of Miſery and Affliction is behind 
the Curtain, and all who ſuffer do not com- 
plain. 

B Bo r 


+ Cicero de Senectute. 
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4 Bur however, this we know for certain, 
that Miſery belongs to our Condition, and 
. Nature, and is what we ſhall never be with- 
| out; — that we are imperfe Creatures, and 
| cannot long ſtand alone; --- and therefore no 
Man ſhould be ſo vain and partial, as to ima- 
if gine himſelf exempt from this uni verſal Law 
i of Love and Benevolence. And the ſame Con- 
ils cluſion will ariſe, not only from our Appetites 
1 and Inclinations, or Wants and Exigences, but 
alſo from God's dividing his Benefits ſeverally 
among Men, that they might be Partakers, one 
| with another, of the divine Communications 
| ; and Loye. 


" Fo x ſince, by God's Providence, his Gifts are 
variouſly diſpenced, to ſome a larger, to ſome 
ii a ſmaller Share, we may reaſonably preſume it 
iff was upon this very Account, that all the Mem- 
x bers of the great Body of Mankind might be 
aiding and aſſiſting, one to another, in mutual 
i Love and Service; and that “ the Abundance 
[ff of ſome might ſupply the Want of others; and 
it is indeed an Argument of a noble and gene- 
* rous Mind, thus to employ our Inclinations, our 
4 Intereſt and Power, for the Benefit and Good 
of Mankind. 


ao 
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: Now to theſe Conſiderations, we may far- 
ther add the Motives of our holy Religion; for 


tho' 
* 2 Cor. vii. 14, 
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tho we cannot help complying with the Duty, 
upon the Principles of Nature and Reaſon; yet 
it is the Tendency and Buſineſs of our moſt 
holy Religion, to procure, as much as may be, 
the Good and Happineſs of Mankind. And 
though Nature of itſelf be a ſtrong Spur to 
Acts of Love and Benevolence, yet will it ex- 
ert itſelf more vigorouſly, when animated by 
a Principle of Religion, by an ardent Love of 
God, and by the certain Hopes of a future Re- 
compence. - 


Ap herein we ſhall imitate the Behaviour 
of that divine Perſon who went about doing 
. Good both to the Souls and Bodies of Men, 
even Jeſus Chriſt, who was the Example of all 


Perfection in human Nature, and has commanded 
us, that we ſbould love one another. 

Bur II. Conſider we now the Time and 
Meaſure, or, when and how, we are to do 
Good, We are to do Good, as we have Oppor- 
tunity, while we have Time, or as we have 
Ability. And 


I: SPEAK we of the Opportunity or Time. 
Now, even now, is the Time of Labour and 
Love, the fatal Seaſon that muſt render us ei- 
ther happy or miſerable to all Eternity. For, 
this preſent World, however ſome of us may 

have ſet our Affections upon it, is not a State 
| B 2 of 


L 12 ] 
of any great or high Enjoyment, neither is 
it to be always our Home, — for we are only 
Strangers and Trayellers in it, as all our Fathers 


Were. 


SINCE then the Time allotted us for doing 
Good, is yery ſhort and uncertain, it highly 
concerns us all, while we have Time, to make 
the beſt Uſe of it we can. For, it is ſuch a 
Bleſſing, that, whatever we do now, yet the 
Hour is coming, when we ſhall put a juſt Eſti- 
mate upon it. And indeed what can be a greater 
Comfort to us, when our Time draws near to 
an End, than to conſider how much Good we 
have done with what God has been pleaſed to 
bleſs us. There is a Time, we all know, for 
ſowing, as well as for reaping, but except we 
ſow in Seaſon, we cannot expect to reap with 
Ad vantage, — neither will this Seaſon always 
laſt; for, when we are dead,—there is an End 
of all our Work, —of all our Labour, —of all 
our Time,---and of all our Opportunities to do 
any more Good. Nay, who knows, whether 
this very Opportunity, which we now have, 


of doing Good, may not be the laſt that we 


ſhall ever haye. 


Lx r us therefore “ be found of them that 
Jeek us uot, and be made manifeſt to them that 
ask not after us, leſt otherwiſe we may never 


have 
* Rom. x. 20. 


124 
have an Opportunity of knowing their ſeveral 
Wants and Neceſſities:— And, if we really in- 
tend to do Good, to the utmoſt of our Power, 
we muſt not wait for Opportunities, but ſeek 
after them, that we may ſee the Good done, 
and have both the Pleaſure and Reward of it. 
Whether or no, we ſhall have the like Re- 
compence, (the Pleaſure, for certain, we cannot 
have) for leaving that in Charity, which we 
could have well ſpared in our Life-time, and 
muſt part with when we die; and which, I 
am afraid, Men often leave as a Satisfaction * 
ſomething done amiſs, or left undone; you 
would do well to conſider. Certainly, the 
ſafeſt Way is, to do whatever Good we can, 
as Occaſion offers, and that with an honeſt and 
upright Heart, as far as is conſiſtent with human 
Imbecillities * not as Men-pleaſers, to gratify 
and ſerve any prevailing Paſſion, or precarious 
Intereſt, but + in the Fear of God ; fo that 
none may have any Reaſon to blame us, in that 
which is adminiftred by us, and that « our Form 
may not be evil ſpoken of. 


Bur 2. This Phraſe, as we have Opportu- 
nity, will admit of another Interpretation, 
which determines not ſo much the Time, as 
the Meaſure, of our Charity; we are to do 
Good, as we have Ability. Now, as the 
World is diyided into High and Low, Rich 

and 


* Eph. vi. 6. + Col, iii. 22. $ Rom, xiv. 16. 
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and Poor, there is as much Difference in Mens 

Abilities, as in their real Wants and Neceſſities; 

and therefore, the Ability as well as the Ne- 

ceſſity, ſhould always be conſidered. For if 
we give more than we can afford, for the Sake 

of a little Applauſe, or being like our Neigh- 
bours who are in far better Circumſtances than 

we are, we injure our own Families as well as 

thoſe with whom we have to do; and ſuch 

vain Pretenſions, and proud Competitions, can 

never be conſiſtent with Duty and Character, 

or with true Chriſtian Love and Charity, 

which, according to our Apoſtle, * envieth not, 

vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up. 


 WHEREFORE we find St Paul þ excuſing 
„ the Philippians from ſending him Relief. They 
* wanted, it ſeems, no good Will, but (ſays he) 
bir ye lacked Opportunity, or, as it is rendered, ye 
lacked Ability, and therefore he accepts the 
Will for the Deed. And ſo will God doubtleſs 
| accept this of every one of us; if ſo be, we 
i. have not wilfully waſted our Maſter's Goods, 
i which ſhould have been given to the Poor, 
„ upon the Gratifications of our Luſts and Ap- 
hi; petites: And if we do but gladly give of the 
Little that we have; it will be of more Avail 
before God, than a ſtrange Medley of Alms 


and Oblations blended with Vanity and Pride, 
or 


4 
5 „ „ © © * + Philipp. iv. 10. 
' 
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or extorted by — or A oy Su- 
perſtition. 8 


No Man therefore can juſtly * that 
God requires more of him than he is able to 
perform, ſince he makes our real Ability the 
Rule and Standard of our Charity; and when 
we are able, ſurely he may require ſomething 
of us, for numberleſs Obligations, yet unac- 
* and unreturned. 


Tx HOSE 8 to ho Providence has 
been free and liberal, we are to look upon, as 
the chief Stewards of Heayen, and Diſpenſers 
of its Bleſſings. And doubtleſs ſych as have 
taſted largely of God's unenvied Bounty, and 
enjoy the Advantages of Birth and Fortune, 
ſhould hold themſelves more particularly o- 
bliged to be ready to every good Work, as 
thoſe who are moſt able; for * unto whom much 
is given, of them much ſhall be required. 


Nay indeed, Wealth and Riches are no other- 
wiſe a Bleſſing to ourſelyes, than as they put 
into our Hands an Opportunity of doing more 
Good. None ſurely are ſo fit to give, as thoſe 
who are moſt able. And amongſt ſuch as are 
rich and wealthy, they ſeem to be moſt able, 
whoſe Riches are greater and whoſe Occaſions 
are leſs; or who have neither ſo many to main- 

tdain 
* Luke xii, 48. 


[ 16 ] 
tain now, nor to provide for hereafter. But 
let us, however, be careful, how we judge 
and cenſure one another in this Matter ; for we 
may ſometimes have more upon our Hands to 
provide for, than other Men know of—as, many 
poor Relations, Friends and Dependants, who 
cannot ſtoop ſo low, as to ſeek the Aſſiſtance 
of a parochial Rate, or to have their Neceſſities 
publickly known. | 


Wx do not hear of all that Men do for one 
another, neither is it fit or reaſonable that we 
ſhould. There are many, for certain, who re- 
ceive Charity, who are not known to receive 
it; and it would, I am convinced, go very hard 
with many, if there were not private Benefac- 
tors, as well as publick ones. þ 


I SHALL not here pretend to determine in 
what Proportions our Charity ſhould be dif- 
tributed. Our Apoftle, we find, makes our 
Ability the Rule and Meaſure of it, as we 
have Ability; which is the very Word made 
uſe of, in the * firſt Law that was ever made 
for the Relicf of the Poor of this Kingdom, 

; SALE. #3 - {= 4 „. and 


* 43 Elz. c. ii. Before the Reformation the Poor were 
maintained by the ſeveral Monaſteries, Priories, Religious- 
houſes and Hoſpitals, which were then plentifully endowed ; 
but as ſoon as they were diſſolved, there ſprung up in a few 
Years a very numerous Poor, whoſe Miſeries and Neceſſities 
were the Occaſion of this Statute, 


7 4 
and which Ward has never yet, that I know 
aß been fully explained. 16% 


[ 1 however, though the Poor had really 

no legal Demand upon the Rich, yet they have 
a Right that is ſuperior and antecedent to all 
human Conſtitutions ; for they claim under God, 
who is the ſupreme Lord and Proprietor of the 
Univerſe, and has ſo purpoſely divided: his 
3 AY —— wich 
another. x: 


Curls TIAN Ability will never * ticd 
down to any ſet Times or Payments, which, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, is a Debt due to the Laws 
of the Land; but will conſider Charity as. a. 
Debt of Nature and Religion, and will ſet n 


other Bounds w our doing Good, bat what 
our own real Wants, or want . 6 COS 
preſcribes to Us. | 


* {24 21 * 
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Ax D. as the Neceſſities = F 
ever exceed the Abilities of the moſt bountiful 
Giver, fo the giving what we can, in ſuch a 
Manner as may be tum to Account, ought to 
be every wie and god Man: amm 


brings me to conſider, 


II. Tas Extent of this Duty, or the Per- 


ſons to Aham we are obliged to do Good: 
Ne are to do Good unto all Men, but eſpecially 
C 


unto 


[28 ] 

unto them who are of the Houſhold of Faith: 
I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the Extent of this Duty in 
general, and of this but briefly, We are to do 
Good unto all Men; for, as our Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Þ God hath now made of one Blood all Nations 
of Men, to dwell upon the Face of the Earth ; 
ahd therefore in this Relation, all Mankind'are 
intitled to common Acts of Charity and Bene- 
bt. ficence; and it were inhuman, unnatural and 
18 unrealoneble; for us to deny them our Help 
| and Aſſiſtance when they are within our Reach 
5 and Power. 4 . 
2 2 e YVHUCA FAITeTINH.DT 

br as it is impoſſible to extreiſs our Cha- 
giey: to the Relief of all Mens Wants, ſo the 
particular Application of it muſt be leſt to 
every Man's own Prudence and Biker 
our reſpettive Relations and Obligations will 
allow of, or the different Circumſtances of o- | 
ther Men require. For as Beneyolence is a 
Principle in reaſonable Creatures, ſo it is to be 
directed by their Reaſon,---whence it will fol- 
. low, that though a Man were never ſo well 
vs diſpoſed, yet he muſt of Neceſlity ſet fome 
nn Rules to himſelf, for the Diſpoſal of his Cha- 
| rity, that ſuch as ſtand in moſt Need, may be 
profited thereby. 


"8 WE are to relieve the Indigent and Diftreſ- 


ſed, to lingle out ſuch as are moſt unhappy, and 
make 


is | + Ads xyi. 26. 


ALS 
make them the Objects of our Charity; and 
amongſt ſuch, the Widows and Fatherleſs have 
ever ſtood foremoſt in the Catalogue of the 
Miſerable;— eſpecially—ſuch as are of our 
own Houſhold, the Houſbold of Faith. Which 
leads me now, in the laſt Place, 


To make an Application of the Whole, ſuit- 
able to the Occaſion of our preſent Meeting 
which calls for the Relief of many Widow and 
Children, of thoſe Perſons, who formerly la- 
boured amongſt you, and ſerved God ani 
in the Galpel of his Son. 


The Work which we are now engaged in, 
is a great and good Work, and what highly 
concerns us all; and tho' ſome of us may truly 
ſay, as ¶ Amos did, I am no Prophet, neither 
was I'a Prophet's Son; yet we are all of us, in 
ſome Reſpect, the Children of the Prophets, as 
we are Partakers with them of the Goſpel, and 
receive many Adyantages by their Office and 


Miniſtry. 


IT is the Duty therefore of us all to aſſiſt 
in this pious and charitable Undertaking, it 
being one of thoſe great Means, and Opportu- 
nities which we have, of reſembling God. 
whois * a Father of the Fatherleſs, and plead- 
eth the Cauſe of the Widow. Thus the Pro- 
| C 2 phet 
$ Chap. vii. 14, *. Is. 5: 29% 


[ 20 ] 
phet Jeremy, ſ Leave thy Father lefs Chi ldren 
and I will preſerve them alive, aud let thy» 


Widows truſt in me. Thus again Hoſea, g Is 
thee, O Lord, the Fatherleſs findoth Mercy. 


AND we of the Clergy ſhould ever ſhew 
the Way in this Labour of Love, that others 
may ſee our good Works, and come in readily 
to our Aſſiſtance. For the Widows and Or- 
phans of Clergymen are our peculiar Lot and 
Inheritance; and therefore we cannot ſay unto 
them as Nabal did to the Seryants of David, 
* Shall I take my Bread, and my Water, and 


my Fleſh, and give it unto Men, whom I know 


uot whence they be; for we khow whence 
they are, and the Rock from whence they were 


 hewn;---we know their Kindred, and where 


their Fathers dwelt ;---and now we know the 
Neceſſities and Wants of their poor and afflic- 
ted Families. But to come nearer to the Point 
in Hand, 


THE Loſs of an _— Husband muſt 


certainly ever be a real Misfortune Hear but 


the Cries of our diſconſolate Widow upon this 
fad Occaſion, and you cannot but pity her.— 
If we fay unto her, Why weepeſt thou? Why 
art thou ſo grieved in thy Mind ? She will an- 
ſwer and ſay, Let me alone that I may bewatl 
ehh and add to my Sorrow, for I am ſore 

vexed 


T Jer, xlix, 11, 5 Hoſea xiy, 3, * 2 Sam, xxv. 11. 


"RX" 
wexed in my Heart, aud brought very low :--= 
My Comfort is taken from me, and who will 
now look upon my little Ones, the Suckling and 
Infant yet hanging upon my Breaſts ?—Seeſt 
thou not our Sorrow, and what hath happened 
unto us * And what ſtill adds to her Misfor- 
tune,---behold the Creditor ſtands at the Door, 
(as was the Caſe of the poor Widow mentioned 
in the * ſecond Book of Kings) not to take a- 
way her Sons for Bondmen q, (for they were 
born in a free Country, and in a Land of Li- 
berty) but to ſeize upon the Little that is left; 
ſo that ſhe is now quite deſtitute of all Manner 
of Convenience and Proviſion, either for her- 
ſelf or her Family. 


Now the Thoughtleſs and the Ungrateful 
may indeed be deaf to theſe Cries, but ſuch as 
have the leaft Remains of Reaſon and Humanity 
left, whoſe Hearts are not already dead within 
them, and become as a Stone, cannot hear and 
ſee all this, without great Emotions of Spirit, 
and real Compaſſion for their Miſery. 


THE good Man of the Houſe is now re- 
moved into another Country, never to return 
more; — by whoſe Pains and Means, ſhe and her 
Family were once happily ſubſiſted; and he 


* 2 Kings iv. 1. | 

T The Hebrews had a Power over their Children, that 
they might ſell them, being looked upon as Part of their Goods, 
to pay what they owed, Sce Dr, Patrick's Note. 
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has left nothing behind him but his Orphan 
Children, (the + Bleſſings which God was gra- 
ciouſſy pleaſed to give unto his Servant) ſome 
of them but juſt in Bloſſom, yet inſenſible of 
their own great Loſs, and their Mother's Mi- 
ſery, and unable to aſſiſt her, or to do any 
Thing for themſelyes. 


SURELY in ſuch a Caſe, and at ſuch a dread- 
ful Point of Time, it will not be enough to 
condole with her, and ſay, Alas my Brother; 
but we muſt readily aſſiſt her in whatever Bu- 
ſineſs ſhe has Need of us; and that, becauſe 
ſhe herſelf ( hath been à Succourer of many. 


AND though we cannot * take her unto our 
own Home, (it being already tao ſtreight for 
us) yet we ſhould let her be Partaker with us 
of the common Neceſlaries and Comforts of 


Life, that ſhe (poor Woman !) may not be laid 
under the hard, but irreproachable Neceſlity 


of begging our Charity. 


Tuus || Boaz ſhewed his Kindneſs unto 
Ruth in the Time of Harveſt.---He did not 
make her wait to glean with the Poor, and the 
Strangers, after the Corn was carried away, but 
he ſpake friendly to her, and let her glean after 


the Reapers, that ſhe might not be put to the 
| A 


+ Gen. xxxiii. 3. $ Rom. xvi. 2. * 2 Kings vi. 1. 
Ruth >, 1 2 Kings vi, 1. 
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Inconyenience and Trouble of gathering up 
the Ears of Corn, which were ſcattered up and 
down the Field; and he moreover commanded 
his young Men, when ſhe gleaned amongft the 
Sheaves, not to reproach her, but to let fall 
fome of the Handfuls on Purpoſe for her, and 
to leave them that ſhe might glean them, and 
carry them away with her. 


Wulck Inſtance ſhould ever remind us of 
being liberal to the Poor, when we have ga- 
thered in the Fruits of the Earth, and reaped 
them in due Seaſon, that they alſo may rejoice 
with us, in the Work of our Hands, and in 
the Bleſſings of the Lord our God. 


Bur 2dly, We have yet an additional Mi- 
ſery to conſider, and that is, the Orphan Chil- 
dren of deceaſed Clergymen, who are no leſs 
proper Objects of Compaſſion and Benevolence; 
for * is not the Meat alſo now cut off from be- 
fore their Eyes, and Joy and Gladneſs from the 
Houſe of their Father *-—and though it is not 
the Will of their heavenly Father, that one of 


them ſhould be loſt, yet they are now like Sheep 
without a Shepherd, and they have no Man to 


guide them, or to go in and out before them, 
but run here and there, becauſe they haye no 
Paſture. 


Fac 


* Joel i. 18. 


„ Fro Flbooan. 4.4 r 
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Poo, unhappy Children! who, it may 
be, are left both of their Father and Mother, 
the melancholy Remains of a once chearful 
Houſe ;---who have loſt their Stay, their Sup- 
port and Comfort, and in this irreparable Loſs, 
all future ExpeQtations of Joy and Gladneſs ;--- 
who, as yet, know not which Way to turn them- 
ſelves, to ſecure their future Quiet and Happi- 
neſs, being unaided by Learning and Experience, 
and quite unfit for any Buſineſs or Employ. 


IT is an affecting Sight, to ſee a Family 
who formerly liyed in a decent and creditable 
Manner, thus thrown into the higheſt Diſ- 
treſſes, and turned out helpleſs into a World 
of Miſery to ſhift for themſelyes, and to be 
ſent abroad (as it were) into new Colonies, and 
there to ſerve, for ought we know, under ſe- 


vere Task-maſters. 


SUCH as have not taſted of Want, or ex- 
perienced the Changes of Fortune; — ſuch as 
have not yet ſuffered any Afﬀiction, or been 
inured to Miſery, cannot eaſily conceive the 
Hardſhips of ſuch a Condition. | 


OruEx Men's Children have this comfort- 
able Proſpect, that, when their Fathers ceaſe 
to Labour, ſome of them may probably emter 
into their Labours, and reap ſome future Bene- 


fit by them. ---Or, it may ſo happen, that the 
Widow 
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Widow may carry on the Buſineſs, (as is oſten 
the Caſe) for the future Maintenance and Sup- 
port of an Infant and needy Family. But the 
Clergy, who are alſo Labourers, (but are de- 
barred by the * Canons, and by the q Laws of 
the Land, from helping themſelves, or provid- 
ing for their Families by ſecular Buſineſs or 
Employment) when they are once dead and 
gone; other Men enter into their Labours, and 
all Profits and Emoluments immediately ceaſe. 


AGAIN, ſuch as have Experience and Re- 
putation in other liberal Profeſſions, (as the 
Lawyer and Phyſician) uſually encreaſe in For- 
tune, as they encreaſe in Years, and are able to 
make ample Proviſions for their Families. But 
a Clergyman often Labours for many Y cars 
with Character and Reputation, and his Ploug bh 
ſticks where it firſt went; nay, it frequently 
ſo falls out, that he has nothing to plow, and 
therefore nothing to ſow, and as little to reap. 
For many of the ' Clergy, (and I ſpeak not 
here of ſtipendiary Curates) are without Glebe, 
without Tithes, either ſmall or great, and en- 
joy but a very ſmall Matter in lieu of theſe 
larger Profits and Advantages, and therefore no 
wonder that they cannot always ſecure them- 
ſelves from the Contempt which follows Po- 
verty, nor leave ſuch competent Proviſions ſor 
a Family, as other Men do, who have better 

D Means 
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Means and greater Advantages in Life : Nay, 
how can it ever be expected that they ſhould 
leave any Thing at all?—a very melancholy 
Conſideration for ſuch as haye taken true Pains 
to promote God's Honour and Glory, by their 


pious and holy Endeavours ;-—-and who per- 


haps have ruined a ſtrong and healthy Conſti- 
tution by a dutiful and conſcientious Care, in- 
tenſe Thought, and hard Study ; who have 
toiled and laboured even till the eleventh 
Hour, in the Vineyard, under very great Diſ- 
couragements, and for Wages far lefs than what 
ſome get by their manual Services and Em- 
ployments. But from whence comes all this 
Miſery and Want ? Comes it from Negligence 
and Sloth, or a waſteful and expenſive Life ? 
Or, is it not rather owing to the poor and pi- 
tiful Proviſion, which many worthy Men are 
obliged to be content with? For though at the 
Reformation of our Church, the Mother was 
well cloathed, yet many of her Children were 
left almoſt naked +; and this is apparently the 


great 


+ Moſt of the Monaſteries were enriched by that, which indeed 
was the Spoil of the Clergy; for in many Places the Tithes 
which belonged to the ſecular Clergy were taken from them, 
and by the Authority of* papal Bulls were given to the Monaſ- 
teries. This was the Original of the greateſt Miſchief that came 


on this Church at the Reformation. The Abbots having pof- 


ſeſſed themſelves of the Tithes, and having left to thoſe who 
ſerved the Cure either ſome ſmall Donative or Stipend, and 
at beſt the Small-tithes or Vicarage : Thoſe who purchaſed the 
Abbey Lands from the Crown in the former Reign, had them, 


with no other Charge reſeryed for the Incumbents, but that ſmall 
| Pittance 
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great Root of all their Wants, and moſt of their 


Misfortunes, and is the Occaſion of carrying on 
this annual Benevolence. 


Bur to return to our poor Objects, — And 
give me Leave to beg one Thing for them, be- 
fore I conclude ; which is the one Thing need- 
ful, © That they may be brought up in the 
Love of God, and in the Fear of his holy 
Name ;” that they may at leaſt inherit the Vir- 
tues of their Fathers; for they cannot now, at 
their own Expence, procure the Knowledge 
that is requiſite to make themſelves happy, ei- 
ther in this or a better World ; and a good and 
virtuous Education, we all know, is, next to 
the Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, the greateſt 
Bleſſing which Men can partake of in this Life. 
This therefore ſhould ever be the principal 
Concern of us all, but of the Clergy more par- 
ticularly, wherever they are under their more 
immediate Notice and Influence. We ſhould 
take Care that theſe poor Orphan Children who 
have loſt their own Inſtrutfor in Chriſt, be 
virtuouſly brought up to lead a godly and a 
chriſtian Life, that (hate ver the hard Fate of 
{ome may be hereafter, in a wicked and unto- 
ward Generation, in this Age. of Profaneneſs 
and Infidelity, of Luxury and Licentiouſneſs) 


D 2 they 


Pittance that the Abbots had formerly given them, and this i“ 
now a leſs Allowance than the Curates had in Times of Popery. 
See Burnet's Pref, to Hiſt, of Reform, Sef7. 20. | 
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they may not be caſt away, or ever become a 
Reproach unto us: This is the leaſt, and the 
very beſt we can do for them, we can do them 
no greater Good. 


Le T us therefore, as we have Opportunity, 
water theſe young and tender Plants, (much im- 
poveriſhed, but yet not quite withered) that 
they may grow up and flouriſh again in the 
Houſe of God, and be as the poliſhed Corners 
of the Temple. For, great Pity it is, that the 
good Seed, which is already fown in ſome of 
them, ſhould be quite loſt for want of due Care 
and good Nouriſhment, and of ſome chatitable 
Hand to cultivate and improye the Soil. 


AND oh! how deſirous ſhould we all be, in 
our ſeyeral Stations and Capacities, of thus im- 
proving this preſent Opportunity to the Glory 
of God, the Advancement of his true Religion 
and Virtue, and the Good of his poor and af- 
flicted Servants in Chriſt Jeſus ; for in ſo doing, 
we ſhall in no wiſe loſe our Reward. 


WHEREFORF, I beſeech you, that ye 
ſteadily perſevere and rejoice in this Work of 
Love, that ye be not weary in well-doing.— 
A Work highly neceſſary, uſeful and beneft- 
cial, which had its firſt Riſe and Beginning * 
in a rich and fruitful Soil, in this great and opu- 

| lent 


* In the Year 1709, 
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lent Place, where Munificence and Liberality 
are its "peculiar Diſtinction, and where true 
Charity never fails. A Work, which has hi- 
therto by God's Bleſſing upon our united and 
conſtant Endeavours, greatly proſpered + in 
our Hands, and has been managed for the Good 
intended, with the ſtricteſt Impartiality and 
utmoſt Exactneſs; and ttill a better Scheme 
can be ſettled for us, we are heartily content 
with what we have at preſent, and are very 
thankful for it. And, while we proceed to 
carry it on with the ſame godly Zeal, the 
ſame unwearied Diligence, and the ſame pru- 
dent Management While we continue faith- 
ful to our ſeveral Truſts, and are reſpectful and 
dutiful to our Superiors, and continue in bro- 
therly Love amongſt ourſelves, we may rea- 
ſonably hope for, and expect the Encourage- 
ment of all good Men, as well as the Counte- 
nance and Protection of ſuch as are in Autho- 
rity and Power. 


% 


AND, that this good Work may ſtill proſ- 
per with us, let us continually pray unto God 
for the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, that he 
would ( direct our Work in Truth, but above 
all that he would pour into-our Hearts that 

moſt 
F See an Account of what has been diſtributed this Lear, 
at the End of the Sermon. 
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moſt excellent Gift of Charity, the very Bond 
of Peace and of all Virtue, that we * may en 
creaſe and abound in Love one towards anather, 
and towards all Men— And this we beg for 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. | 


To whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
| Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, 
both now and for evermore. ewes. 


1 Thel. iii. 12, 


;. 


